
YOUTH AND THE OUTDOORS ARE KEY! 
The study sought to understand what is important to people of the area.  Youth 
Programming, Protecting Rights, and Access to Public Lands were top issues.  
Respondents value the work done by sporting clubs and do NOT feel that 
governments can fully support our local resources.  

Statement Agreement 

 

There is only moderate response for people personally engaging with young people 
to take them hunting or fishing.  This indicates some potential gaps in the future 
development of the strong sporting heritage that makes Wisconsin special.  This 
has been documented in declining hunting and fishing license sales and lower 
participation documented in other work.  This may be another key area for sporting 
clubs to build future support, membership, and leaders. 

Outdoor and sporting assets and resources were strongly seen as the Best Feature 
of living in this area, documenting the related importance of protecting them. When 
asked when asked what Could Be Improved the following items were seen: 

 

 
Unique Study on Community 
& Conservation Needs 

Manitowoc County Fish & Game and 
Leede Research partnered on the 
first of its kind study to look at how 
the community sees conservation 
and sporting organizations in the 
area.  301 households completed 
interviews in this process to help 
better prepare for the next 
generation of conservation. 

 
 

CREATING THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF STEWARDS 

Manitowoc County has a storied 
history of conservation dating back 
to 1907, when the Manitowoc 
County Fish & Game Protective 
Association was created.  For over 
115 years organizations have 
partnered to protect the rights and 
resources of the area and support 
the natural resources that make this 
area great. This history could be 
jeopardy as sporting clubs are 
experiencing declining membership 
and lack of future leadership.  This 
project is an effort to help identify 
how to adapt to a new future of 
stewardship in the area. 

Study Quick Facts 

✓ 52% Are Currently Members of a 
Sporting Club or Organization 

✓ 65% of Members Also have 
Family who Are Members 

✓ 63% of Non-Members have 
Never Been Part of These Clubs 

✓ 43% Were Not Aware of 
Declining Members in Clubs 

✓ 47% Are Highly Likely to Join a 
Sporting Club in the Next Year 

✓ Respondents see the 
Importance of Protecting Rights 
& Resources in the Area 

 

Manitowoc County 
Conservation Study 



 

The results show a wide range of participation in outdoor 
activities and can create a roadmap to better meet 
community needs in the future.  Walking & Hiking is a 
strong item that may not be fully addressed in current 
offerings.  This could represent a unique opportunity for 
MCFG to leverage the over 450 acres of property they own. 

 

Sporting Club Awareness Good 
with Improvements Possible 
The study sought to create the first measure of club 
awareness done in Manitowoc County.  We see varied 
levels by organization but generally solid results. 

 

58% of respondents who know these clubs work together 
as part of Manitowoc County Fish & Game Protective 
Association.  That leaves 42% who are not aware of one of 
the oldest conservation organizations in the US!  Work 
needs to be done to address community awareness, 
familiarity, and the position of the organization overall. 

 

The study generated strong Male response and 
generationally was older, reflecting what the clubs already 
know.  Targeted work needs to be done to reach Females 
and younger members in future programs and 
opportunities.  This should be a focal point in future plans. 

   

The study reached a good cross section of the community 
geographically, and results document those with children 
of various age groups.  This can help in future targeting and 
program development.  Media information and usage was 
also included in the study and will allow for better, 
targeted communications in the future. 

CLEAR OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 
FUTURE! 

The results document numerous opportunities for 
improvement and in generating a new generation of 
conservation stewards to continue the work of over 115 
years in Manitowoc County.   

 

Using existing resources like club programs and events, 
MCFG’s 450+ acres of land, and the Annual Banquet can 
help to address future needs and plans. 

LET’S CONTINUE THE 
COMMUNITY DISCUSSION! 

For More Information Contact:  

Dean Halverson – dean@leede.com 

Fish & Game Website – www.mantyfg.org 


